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SOLAR ACTIVITY DURING MAY

While the number of lonospheric disturbances recorded by the
Solar Divislion observers reached a total of thirteen during May, only
slx of these thirteen were classed above a minor (1-) in importance.

On page two 1s reproduced two of the most widely recorded events.
The event of the 3rd of the month is shown as recorded by A17 in the
southern hemisphere and also by A27 in the northern hemisphere. The
major event recorded on the 14th was recorded by Dr. Walter L. Moore (A426).

The mean of the American sunspot numbers fell to 54.6 from 74.9
last month. The lesser activity provided sunspot observers with a taste
of approaching minimum conditions starting on the 23rd of May. During
this brief period only A and B-type sunspot groups were present on the
solar disk with none of the larger types which have dominated the scene
during recent maximum. By the 23rd a prominent J-type group had passed
over the west limb and another J group of the previous day had decayed
to a single small spot. East of the small spot was a B-type group and

to the south an A group. These three groups were all that could be seen
that day.

On the 31st, a palr of sunspots encompassed in the same penumbra
had the solar equator passing between them. Magnetic observations
showed the two spots to be of opposite polarity with the leading spot

of "R" polarity indicating the group probably belonged to the southern
heml sphere.

RECENT TREND OF RELATIVE SUNSPOT NUMBERS
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