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1. I NTRODUCTI ON - Changi ng Seasons

smell of freshly brewed coffee together with
soot hi ng aroma of hot cider, crisp autum weather w th gorgeous skies for
even nore extensive observing runs! VWile we are enjoying the beauties of
fall, our fellow observers in the southern hem sphere are starting to warm
up for nmore confortable sumrer observi ng experiences.

Fal | again! The wonderful

means sonet hing el se for the AAVSO the annual
fall meeting. This year it was held in Newton, MA on October 14-15. As part
of the AAVSO Fall Meeting this year we conducted a Visual Cbserving

Wor kshop. W had two sessions; one was devoted to advanced techni ques and
topics for visual observers while the other concentrated on topics for the
new observer and general astronony public.

As nost of you know, fall

For "Meeting Highlights", please visit:

http://ww. aavso. or g/ aavso/ neet i ngs/ ar chi vef al | 05. sht m

Qur current issue is again full of intriguing articles. Wile the attendees
of the fall neeting were able to enjoy the visual observing workshop, people
who didn’'t attend the neeting didn't get the opportunity to appreciate the
various tal ks given during the workshop. In this issue and perhaps the next

one as well, you will get to enjoy the talks too! And fromthe speakers
themsel ves! Stay tuned for nore articles of the workshop in our upconing
i ssue.
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We wi sh you a very enjoyable season with the best dark, clear skies.
Thanks and good observi ng!

Ganze Menal i, AAVSO Technical Assistant (M3Q

2. AAVSO VI SUAL OBSERVI NG WORKSHOPS, FALL 2005 - M ke Sinopnsen

As part of the Fall Meeting of the AAVSO in 2005, two wor kshops for visua
observers were held. The workshop for advanced vi sual observers took place
on Friday norning, Cctober 14th. On Saturday afternoon, Cctober 15th, a
wor kshop for begi nning observers and the general public was presented.

I would like to personally thank all the presenters, the AAVSO staff, and
Director for making these workshops possible. In the near future, all the
talks will be available online for those who were unable to attend, and as a
suppl ement to the many resources for visual observers available on the AAVSO
websi te.

The following is a brief sunmary of the excellent information that will be
made avail able fromthese workshops.

From t he Advanced Vi sual Wbrkshop

The Val ue of Visual Cbservations- Elizabeth Waagen

El i zabeth made the case for the continued subm ssion of visual observations
to the AAVSO I nternational Database. Several fascinating, new research
results gleaned fromvisual data, such as superhunps detected in an outburst
of U Gem were presented as evidence for the usefulness and integrity of the
vi sual observations in the database

The Eye As Photoneter- M chael Linnolt

M chael , a nedi cal researcher and active variable star observer, presented a
very detailed talk on the nedical and physiol ogi cal aspects of how the eye
works at the cellular and chemical level. Also covered in great detail was
the interaction of the eye and brain. How these properties of the eye-brain
rel ationship affect visual observations was described. Considering the

ext ensi ve background i nformati on provided at the beginning of this talk,
nore time should have been allotted for the discussion and concl usions.

Per haps another talk to explain the conclusions in greater detail can be
made available in the future

Cal i brating Your Eyes to the V Magnitude Scal e- Sebastian Qero

Sebastian, the discoverer of Delta Scorpius as a variable star and renowned
vi sual observer of bright variable stars, explained his techniques for
maki ng observations of variables to the 0.01 level of precision. Mking the
nost of existing precision photonetry and knowi ng the col or indices of the
conpari son stars in his own sequences is key to his success. One of the nost
surprising aspects of his observing techniques is his preference for bright,
i ght polluted skies! Good news for observers in urban areas who think they
can’t contribute to science due to light pollution

bserving Faint Objects fromthe Heart of England- Gary Poyner

Gary's talk was not only excellent, but it was an AAVSO first. Gary spoke to
us live from Bi rm ngham England, while Aaron Price advanced the slides of
hi s Power Poi nt presentation on cue from@Gary. In spite of the potential for
technical glitches and disaster, this talk went off snmoothly and is an
exanmpl e of how future tal ks nmight be given, utilizing 21st century

technol ogy. Gary first described the horribly light polluted skies he
observes fromevery day. Both the city-wide Iight pollution and |ocal street

http://www.aavso.org/publications/eyepieceviews/1105.shtm (2 of 11)1/26/06 4:06:05 PM



AAVSO: Eyepiece Views: November, 2005

and security lighting were well denonstrated. Then the inportance of quality
optics and the mai ntenance of your equi pment were stressed. Finally, several
observing techniques for getting the nbst out of your tel escope were
covered. Gary, England's nost prolific observer, denonstrated that inportant
contributions to science, and observations of very faint objects, can be
made by dedi cated observers, even fromseriously light-polluted cities.

Clinton Ford, an Historical Perspective- Charles Scovil

Charles, the nost influential person in the format and content of AAVSO
charts for the last 30 years, provided an historical perspective of dinton
Ford’ s contribution to the AAVSO as an observer and chart maker. Mich of the
information presented in this talk is available in the Cint Ford biography,
"Sonme Stars, Some Music", which Chaz nade available to participants in the
wor kshop. Many of the anecdotes and personal insights into the personality
and contributions of this | egendary AAVSO nenber/ observer could only be
presented by soneone with a personal know edge and interaction with dint.
Chaz did not disappoint.

Catacl ysmi ¢ Variables for Visual Cbservers- M ke Sinpbnsen

M ke's tal k concentrated on the contributions that visual observers can nake
to cataclysnic variable star research. The crux of the argument is that
visual nonitoring of CVs is a nunbers gane. The nmore CVs one can observe
each night, the greater chances for success in detecting outbursts. Sources
for building an observing program were di scussed, and di scussi ons of which
stars represent "significant or noteworthy outbursts" were presented. The
AAVSO SNOBs program and the BAAVSS "Recurrent Cbjects Progranme” were
presented as exanples of lists of CVs of note.

From t he Begi nning Public Visual Wrkshop

Leslie Peltier, an Historical Perspective- David Levy

David Levy, fanous comet discoverer, variable star observer and noted
author, gave an inspired talk about Leslie Peltier. Peltier was al so a conet
di scoverer, variable star observer and author, so this talk was a natural
for David, who knew Peltier personally. David tal ked about the gol den age of
vi sual observers, and the passion for the night sky, as evidenced in
Peltier's famus book, Starlight N ghts. Another thing that Levy and Peltier
have in comon is their |ove of astronony and the ability to excite their
readershi p about observing and contributing to science. If you want to
understand the | ove of and notivation for visual observing, this talk should
make it clear, even to the uninitiated

The Val ue of Visual Cbservations 2- Elizabeth Waagen

El i zabeth contri buted again to the workshops and presented the case for
continued visual observations in a nore basic format for the general public.
Her message rang out loud and clear, as it did in her first talk.

Bi nocul ar Cbserving of Variable Stars- David WIIians

In spite of reservations expressed to ne privately about his experti se,
David, the current President of AAVSO did an outstanding job of explaining
t he advantages and net hods of observing variable stars wi th binocul ars.
Basic informati on about the types, aperture, magnification and potential
targets for observation were presented in a |logical and engaging format. He
al so presented honest evaluation of different types of parallel ogram nounts
avail able commercially. It was a great satisfaction to nme to see that our
President is not only an expert observer, but an engagi ng speaker who can
reach out to the public at |arge.

Gene's Rul es of (bserving Variable Stars- Gene Hanson
I was fortunate to be nentored by Gene when | began observing, so | was
famliar with Gene’'s Rules and the |logic and hunor included in them Many of
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the subtleties of observing faint objects and the rules for not letting
‘bias’ spoil the validity of your observations are highlights of this talk.
But, the real highlight is Gene himself, who is capable of inspiring the
newbi e and reni nding even the nost hard-core of us why we observe variable
stars...because it is fun

AAVSO Tool s and Resources for Observers- d enn Chape

G@enn is a nonthly columist for Astronony nagazine and |ong tine observer
for the AAVSO His column highlights tips and advice for novice observers
But, like the best jazz performances, the true experience is seeing G enn do
his thing in the flesh, live. One of the live highlights of this talk was

G enn posting an observation to WebCbs on the AAVSO website, explaining how
it is done, and then later showi ng his observation posted in the Quick Look
data and the Light Curve Generator. denn’s insight into how things used to
be and the way they are now, as regards submitting observations, and the

f eedback and satisfaction gl eaned, was very enlightening. H s persona

style, hunor and delivery will make this an AAVSO cl assic in the archives of
tal ks given by expert observers. H ghly recommended to all, regardl ess your
experti se.

Life After Messier- M ke Sinonsen

Si nronsen began by outlining the typical progression, or evolution, of

amat eur astrononers, frombright objects to the Messier catal og. An
alternative evolutionary track to chasing down ever fainter and nore obscure
deep sky objects was presented. M ke showed there are nunerous vari abl es
that can be star-hopped to using sonme of the brighter, better known Messi er
obj ects. The vari abl es di scussed were nostly easy to observe objects that
can be followed through their entire range of activity with a nodest sized

t el escope or binocul ars.

Toward the Future- Arne Henden, AAVSO Director

Doct or Henden provided a closing talk about the potential for observers to
use robotic tel escopes and data-m ne existing data in the AAVSO

I nternati onal Database and ot her data sources. Many of the future observers
of the AAVSO wi Il not spend hours at the eyepiece in the cold of night, and
Dr. Henden denonstrated that there is a place for this 'next generation' of
observers in the future of AAVSO

3. GENE' S LAWS OF OBSERVI NG VARI ABLE STARS - CGene Hanson

The so-called "l aws" of observing variable stars canme out of correspondence
wi th new observer Lance Shaw who had found nmy enmmil and asked about his
first variable star observations nade just the night before. Over the next
year and hundreds of enmmils and phone calls, | was essentially his nentor
and many of these "laws" came from probl ems he encountered. It was Lance
who coined them Gene's Laws and over time nore were added as observing
probl ens presented thensel ves. Consequently, the list if probably far from
conpr ehensi ve. And for those of you disagreeing with sone of these |aws, be
advi sed these are nore |ike "qguidelines" than actual rules! ;-)

Rul e 1: Report exactly what you see and don't worry about it, ever

Vari ation: Report what you see, not what you think you shoul d be seeing.

In Lance's very first enmail, he was very excited about his making his first
3 estimates in several hours and was very uncertain about them and wondered

if they any good? This was before the days when there was a quick-1ook file
so his best bet was to ask a nore experienced observer
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Rul e 2: Take extrene care when naking the field and variable identification.
This is the nunber one cause for bl owi ng an observation.
Rule 3: Bias is your enemy. Avoid it. (See rule 1)

Since bias may be inpossible to avoid entirely, here are sone tips. |If
soneone tells you where a star is at, assune they are either 1) lying 2) a
bad observer so their opinion is worthless, or 3) conpletely crazy (which
enconpasses the entire VSO ng community. Sonetinmes the bias is your own.

If you' ve observed a given star recently and can recall what the | ast
estimate was, that observation nust have been nade by your evil twn.
Therefore, you should assunme 1) they were lying 2) they are a bad observer
(and you should know), or 3) you are obviously schizophrenic-- you are in
fact crazy!

Rul e 4: You never know what a variable is going to do

Corol l ary: You can never be certain where a variable is supposed to be an
any given tine.

This rule should be added to the reasons why bias shoul d be avoi ded.

Rul e 5: Stars becone easier to estinmate (and accuracy therefore increases)
as the stars appear di nmer.

It is often said to only use as nuch optical aid as necessary to just
confortabl e see the variable and the conparison stars. But there is too
much of a good thing. Accuracy will decrease if you get close to your
optical Ilimt. To limt the apparent brightness, two techniques are to us
an aperture mask or the out-of-focus nethod.

Rul e 6: Make every estimate as if you are the only observer in the world.
You may not have pretend, either! Since the nunber of VSCers worldwi de is
so small, this is often the case! Another way of stating this would be:
Make every estimate as if you're the only observer |ooking at this star at
this tine. You might add the following: Try to make estimates of stars that
no one el se i s observing.

Rule 7: If a conparison star seens inconsistent, avoid using it if possible!

Rul e 8: Take extreme care when estinmating near a charts limt because of
m sidentification trouble. |If a higher letter chart is available, use it!

Rul e 9: Avoid doing Mras in noonlight.

In fact it not a bad idea to avoid doing any type of variable in strong
moonlight if you are a beginner as it nakes things |like finding stars very
difficult and can lead to frustration. Starting a variable star programis
difficult enough!

Rul e 10: Avoid prolonged stares at reddi sh stars.

Any new observer needs to try this just once to convince you how much a star
wi Il brighten before your eyes.

Rule 11: Try for redundancy in recording.

Use doubl e-date and julian date Use star nane and designati on Record your
estimate as a magnitude and a fraction. For exanple: 10.7 and 100| 7| V| 3] 110
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Rul e 12: Record/report your observations |ike they mean sonething.

2) Double/triple check your reports before sending themto HQ

3) Record all your observations.

4) Be consistent in your dates / times. |If you decide to use local tinme (or
UT or GVAT), stick with it.

Rule 13: If you are uncertain about an estimate for any reason, put a colon
behi nd the estimate, explaining why you are uncertain, then see rule 1.

Okay, we'll readily admt that ALL observations are probably uncertain, but
it is obviously a matter of degree. Let’s just say, nore uncertainty than
usual .

Rul e 14: You can learn a lot by understandi ng the AAVSO st andard observer
uncertainty codes.

B sky is bright, twilight, light pollution, aurorae

F unconventional nethod (out of focus, visual photoneter, etc.)
H haze, mist, fog

| identification of star is uncertain

J Hi pparcos magni tudes used in sequence

K non AAVSO chart or sequence used;

L lowin sky, horizon, trees, obstruction

M noon present or interferes

N Angl e, position angle

R color coment (star is red, blue, etc.)

S conpari son sequence comment or problem extrapolation

note: do not use for non AAVSO sequence

U cl ouds

V faint star, glinpse, near linmt

W weat her (includes wi nd), poor seeing in genera

Y activity in star out burst, fading, flare, unusual behavior
Z possibly erroneous, doubtful, observer fatigue

O "ot her" conment MJUST be explained in Explanation field

al so use the "O' code if you wish to enter one of the fol |l owi ng expanded
multi letter codes:

Rul e 15: Whenever possible, use a standard chart with a standard sequence.

A AAVSO Atl as

G GQui de Star Catal ogue magnitudes used in sequence
J Hi pparcos magni tudes used i n sequence

K non AAVSO chart or sequence used

T TYCHO magni t udes used in sequence

As | stated up front, the list is far fromconmplete. |If there was just one
nore | add for the beginning variable star observer, it wuld be, "Get a
mentor!"

4. THE FUN OF ECLI PSI NG BI NARY STAR OBSERVI NG - Chris Stephan

| have been observing variable stars since March of 1973. Long period and
sem -regul ar stars are nice to fall back on, but the fun ones to ne are
eclipsing binary stars. Al the action takes place in a matter of hours,

i nstead of weeks to nonths. | can use one tel escope, or all three of ny
tel escopes during an observing run. If | see three or nore stars predicted
to be in eclipse during the sanme tinme period, | bring out ny portable

tel scopes and set them up near ny permanantly nounted 14.25" reflecting
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tel escope. | can set a telescope on a star, and then make the rounds around
the tel escopes, naking an observation every ten mnutes per star.

My portable tel escopes are a 10" Dobsonian reflector, and a 4.7" refractor

| al so have 10X50 and 15X70 bi nocul ars avail able for brighter stars, such as
Rz Cas, WUMa, or R CVa. | keep all my eclipsing binary star charts in
seperat e not ebooks, and the reversed charts for nmy refractor in another

not ebook. | have all the AAVSO eclipsing binary charts printed off, along
with many others that | have accunul ated over the years on projects with
Marv Bal dwi n and ot hers. AAVSO Headquarters publishes predictions for
eclipsing binary stars each year. Areally like the predictions on the

M | waukee Astronomni cal Society web site, which covers nany nore stars than
on the AAVSO predictions.

| try to observe stars that go through their entire eclipse in three to four
hours. There are many of these, and they a very convenient for an observing
session. | observe a mxture of the three types of eclipsers; the A go

type, the WUVa type, and the Beta Lyr type.

| amstrictly a visual observer, and there are lots of stars for ne to
observe. The ccd fol ks have a great nunber of stars to observe, also. Mny
of these are dimer, or have a nmuch snaller magnitude range.

Sonme of ny favorite stars are: OO AQ, EG Cep, ZZ Cyg, ER Ori, YY Eri, X
Tri, V Tri, RZ Cas, SWLlac, and AZ Vir. These are easy to find, and give
nice light curves. One of the funnest ones is X Tri. It is quite fast and
when it goes into eclipse, you know it inmmediately. It goes down to mi ninmum
in 1- 1.5 hours and i medi ately conmes back up. It shows a beautiful “V’
shaped |ight curve.

RZ Cas is another one. It is a binocular star, and ranges from about 6.3
magnitude to 7.8 nmagnitude. It takes about 4 hours to go through an eclipse
and give a nicely shaped Iight curve.

Anot her advantage with eclipsing binary star observing is that you can
really add to your nunmber of mmgnitude estimates quickly, not that that
shoul d be your main focus. If | amdoing 4 stars in one night, and neke and
estimate of each every 10 m nutes, and nake about 20 estinmates for each, |
can get approximately 80 estimates or in a 3 to 4 hour period. That adds up.

| amactually surprised that nore visual observers do not observe eclipsing
bi nary stars. Actually, the nunber of AAVSO observers who concentrate on

these is fairly small. W could really use nore eclipser observers. If you
are interested, contact Marv Baldwin, the chairman of the Eclipsing Binary
Star Committee. |'d like to really encourage nore of you visual observers to
try your hand at eclipsing binary stars. | think you wil find themquite

enj oyabl e.

5. VI SUAL OBSERVI NG FROM MY SEA OF DI STRACTI ONS - Dan Tayl or

The clock will not be denied as the m nutes remai ning are passing rapidly,
and one | ast observation is quickly sought out. An ow hoots in the

di stance, offering yet another gentle rem nder that observing tine in ny
bucoli ¢ haven nmust end. As a night shift tool maker, at a |ocal auto plant,
ny hour of curfewis 10 pm Wth haste the eyepi eces, charts, pens, and al

t he substance of a typical observing session are stored, ready for the next
outing. The scope too must be ready for the next foray under clear skies.
The twenty inch dob commands patience as it is rolled into its hut, sheathed
i n weat her coated aspenite, sonme may dare to conpare this monolith to an
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out house of Bunyan proportions.

Kahlil Gbran in 'The Prophet' dictated that a house is your outer skin

" your larger body"; | like to think that ny scope is nothing nore than an
augnment ati on of nmy eyes. A tool, dedicated to serving to sate the curiosity
of this observer.

Most nust find their observing programa source of supreme enjoynent,
unencunbered with nmean intrusions and perhaps with the lofty goal of being
unshackl ed fromthe mundane. Moreover, by relishing the unfurling of each
facet in their routine, freedomfor a tinme is won fromthe conventions of
daily life. So how did | cone to enbrace and endure this needful and

deci dedly non tranquil end of session dash? It is part of nmy story and how
inthis instance, variable star observing is acconplished and peace is nade
with my daily ritual

As a young nmarried couple in the md eighties, Carol ny wife, and | secured
a home in a pleasant section of Wndsor Ontario Canada. As we all know urban
observing sets its own linmtations. It is ruled chiefly by the veil of urban
gossaner set aloft by light pollution. Then, as an active observer with
honki n* huge Coulter QOdyssey, (a thirteen incher, some may recall) cannot
subsi st on deep sky dross in such an environment. Alternatives were

exam ned. Pl anets are great urban quests, yet if only they could be counted
on to be convenient. Double stars were pondered in vain too.

Now about this tine, that is January 1987, S&T printed their quasi-periodic
homage to Mra. Wth interest roused, | followed the article’'s formula for
observing this star. In short order | held in my hands, before ny eyes the
exasperating and highly contagion results in just a few weeks of observing.
The darn thing was alive! It was at that nonment | caught sonething, and
have enjoyed every minute suffering it since. It would be nbst accurate to
say that ny involvenent in variable stars cane about due to the confines of
urban |iving.

Sonme of ny nost pleasant hours doing variables took place in the Wal kerville
back yard. COccasionally, | would stretch the night till three am content in
the serenity of the sky overhead collecting typically perhaps a dozen
observations. In all the years there | don't believe nore than fifteen
observation were seen in one session. Urban living however, has its limts
for the variable star observer and that was sonething that was eventually
going to be reconciled with.

This curious illness took on many troubling aspects. As a fever should be
fed, | fed it a new scope. Brashly, it was patterned after a 1989 mmgazi ne
article by a fell ow named Dave Kreige, the primary, of the twenty inch

cl ass, was purchased from Gal axy Optics, the tube assenbly erected at hone
with the aid of one of General Mdtor's nost distracted tool makers.

Every urban astrononer pines after rural observing, and as a nonment apart
fromthe usual drudge, the spangle of new and unrecogni zabl e star patterns
is beheld as a coveted ideal. | was quite famliar with this aspect of
rural life; both Momand Dad grew up on the farm nost of my famly still
lives there. As a youth | would tote nmy departnent store refractor to ny
grandparent’s farm and observe and nmake notes fromthe wonderful skies they
lived under. Carol was entirely a product of the city. However, given tineg,
and through an inexplicable process, the notion of country |iving gai ned
currency in both our lives.

It was our good fortune to find a honme in the country sonme half hour out of
W ndsor part way to renown birding sanctuary Point Pelee Ontario. This find
was not a sinple |abor though. Many years were spent searching for just the
right mx- old farmhouse for atnosphere and econony, room for gardening as
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this is Carol’s pursuit and one | nost eagerly encouraged, and such
particulars as a mail box on the near side of the road. Fitting the bill was
not easy and | didn't nention one need | naturally harbored; freedom from
expansi ve sky glow. Carol understood. The search ended in 1993.

O our 'farmhome' many |I'm sure thought of as a hovel, sinmultaneously

t hi nki ng we had set aside sane thinking. It did |ack many nodern
accoutrenents, to say it was a throw back to olden tines would be
reasonable. | will never forget our thoughts and sensations of our first
night in our hovel trying to gain sleep at the foot of an antiquated coal
oil heater. W were blind to that present and saw only the future. Today I
can say it has been worth every renovation trial. We in for a challenge of
the li kes we had never experienced nor thought possible.

That slight strain on observing tine becane a tourniquet that at tines
threatened to all but elimnate nmy sanity and astronomy tine too. Ch yeah
we were also blessed with two nore children. | had changed enpl oyers about
the time we nmoved as | now hel ped Chrysler Motors tooling its mnivan
operation. The time conpression in our lives led ne to take on the m dni ght
shift as it afforded the best route to keep nmy wits and survive demands in

our busy hone. Fromthat day to this, with a few respites, | have naintained
the mdnight vigil fromthe steel girders of the mni van factory. Meanwhile
renovation | abors would continue for another six or seven years. |ndeed,

observing tine was precious.

A variabl e star observer needs vari ables and ready access to them For the
nost, part naked eye and bi nocul ar variabl es were the necessary sel ections
on those dear nights. There was sinply no time to roll out the scope
besides | usually retained the residue of sone home renovation gunk that
could readily contam nate the scope

Each night, though with what time was available, | surveyed MY country
heavens overhead. Oh what inner peace is found when an ideal is witnessed in
the now. The skies were glorious, the MIky Way stretched across a shanefu
length of sky. On those noisture free nights it nearly scraped the southern
hori zon. The grand skies of ny grandparents that | savored in nmy youth were
now mne. In reality, nost assuredly, these skies fall well short of decent
dark skies, but even today occasional glinpses of sixth magnitude plus
stars can be seen

Once we energed fromthe gotta-be-done-to-survive phase of repairs, | found
nore time for observing. This would evolve into the current state of ny
observing program The |late nineties as many of you know, began the chart
revolution we are witnesses to today. Chaz kicked out some of the best
charts then seen using a conputer to plot the fields. Incorporated on these
charts were sone significantly deep conpari son stars. Some were 15th

magni tude and better. | was curious just how faint | could see with this
twenty incher. So thus began a quest that | still pursue with fascination
today. The best | could do then was about fifteen five. There was nuch to

| earn of yet untried nmethods that now all ow ne to reach deeper by al nbost a
magni t ude or nore.

| incorporate several techniques sinultaneously when probing the limts of
scope and observing site. Some basic rules are of course in order. Wl

rested, no booze, and plenty of liquids are essential. Cbviously averted
vision is used. The highest nagnification that is still confortable is al so
crucial. For nost ordinary observations | use about 300x. Cccasionally if a
star is suspected, perhaps just glinpsed at, | can confirmit wi th higher

power at 500x. The caveat here is usually seeing which often nullifies the
advant age of nmmgnification. W all have a sweet spot on our retinas usually
located just a few field degrees to the left and below centre (for right
eye dom nant observers). | submit to this need by placing the subject star
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to the left hand side of the field if possible.

I find it is not just banking air that can ferret out a stellar glinpse but
it occurs DURING inhalation which | try to stretch for as many seconds as
possi bl e. For open air visual observers, like nme, the nethod that far and
away generates the nost yield is a nonk’s hood which serves to shield out
all stray light.

For many years | was a variable star observing island unto nyself. The sole
neans of contact cane through the nmail in the formof 'Alert Notices'

Al t hough, | suppose conversely, the only scrap the AAVSO knew of ne was the
string of monthly reports | mailed to them Undoubtedly I was on the
receiving end of a bargain. The internet has sired a direct mercurial
descendant in the online 'Alert Notice' format. In this day of nearly
instant news it is quaint to think that we used to find out about variable
star events four or five days after it occurred. The nobst rewardi ng part of
bei ng an AAVSO nenber today however, had to await the advent of two marvels:
t he horme conputer and the internet.

One of the npbst enjoyabl e aspects of variable star observing is getting to
know fell ow variabl e star observers. This is a natural consequence of the
wonder of the internet. Through it | have joined two AAVSO wor ki ng groups,
the chartteam and the conpstar data base team | have di scovered that chart
maki ng i s necessarily dynam c and shortly these two groups will neld into
one, a natural consequence and nost appropriate. The work is nost satisfying
and I would recommend it to anyone. But the tasks are only a small part,
getting to know and learn fromthese intelligent, intriguing people are the
very best parts. 1In addition, the fol ks at AAVSO HQ have earned ny npst
sincere thanks for their conscientious, patient, and thorough handling of
the creative problens | have thrust upon them

Tonmorrow if it is clear, | will open up the shed, roll the scope out and
assenble all the necessary gear in preparation for another chance to visit
briefly with some ol d conpanions and continue the chal |l enge of peeking in on
some yet unknown but wel come starry visitors. Then as | submit to the
needful duty, conmence anew the cycle of ny day.

EYEPI ECE Vi ews is published binonthly and when circunstances warrant
via e-mail. An archive is available at http://ww. aavso. org/ publicati ons/
eyepi ecevi ews/

Pl ease send comments and suggesti ons to ganze@avso. org.

To receive EYEPIECE Views via e-mail send a nessage to
maj or donbo@avso.org with "subscri be eyepi eceviews" in the body of the
e-mai |l . To unsubscribe, place "unsubscribe eyepi eceviews" in the e-nmail.

The AAVSO has nmany free online publications including "CCD
Views", a simlar newsletter intended for ccd observers. To |learn
nore and subscribe visit: http://ww. aavso. org/ publications/email/

Good observi ng!

Ganze Menal i, AAVSO Techni cal Assistant (M3Q
Aaron Price, AAVSO Technical Assistant (PAH)
M ke Si monsen, AAVSO Cbserver (SXN)

Copyright 2002, Anerican Association of Variable Star Cbservers

THE AMERI CAN ASSOCI ATI ON OF VARI ABLE STAR OBSERVERS
25 Birch Street, Canbridge, MA 02138 USA
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